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THE PHILBY CGNuPIRACY,
By Bruce  Page, David
Leitch end Phillip Knight-
ley. 360 pages. Doubdleday.
$5.95.

{XTHAT is—and probably will
" remain for somie time—

'the authoritative sfudy of the

espionage activities on behaif

: ‘of the Soviet Union by trusted
" members of the British estab-

lishment Kim Philby, Guy
and Donald Mac-
Lean, has been produced by
three members of the Insight

+team of the London Sunday

Times. Messrs. Page, Leiich
ahd Knightley, together with

‘others of the thirteen-member

Insight team, wrote for their
paper last year a revealing
series on the Philby case.
They have written a book
worthy of consideration in the
world, espe-
cially when studied in relation
{0 Philby’s own report. (“My
Silent War,” reviewed in The
Sunday Sun, May 5, 1568).

“The Philby Conspiracy” is
the result- of detailed, pain-
staking investigation on the
part of the authors in those
parts of ihe world where the
Russian  agenis leit their
iraces, which were considera-
ble in view of the unorthodox
behavior of Burgess, MacLean
and Philby. Every effort was
made to find out what these
men were doing, what they
accomplished, and perhaps
most important of all, why
they chose to hetray their
country and iis allies.

The authors interviewed all
of the {riends and associates
of the three, and as many for-
mer merabers of the British
and Amecrican intelligence and
security  services as  they

* could uncover. They did not

receive any official assistance

"~ from the latler organizations.

In fact, their pursuit of the
case must have been viewed
with distaste on both sides of

" the Atlantic.

A Real Shocker

This distaste will be readily
understood through reading
this book, hecause even in a
world blase about spies and
subversion, it can be best de-
scribed as a real shocker. I
once asked a man why he had
abla amount of
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money and he replied, “Be-
cause it was so easy.” One
could characterize this case in
the same terms.

The web of evidence assem-
led by the authors and pre-
sented with dispassionate bril-
liance is such an overwhelm-
ing indictment of the British

Security. systemt  that one
would be inclined to ask
whether  the  Soviet infelli

gence service, with the pecu-
liar involuted method of think-
ing characleristic of such or-
ganizations, "did not question
the reality of their achieve-
ment. 1t is quile possible that
the Russians may not have
believed what was reported.

It would not have heen the
first time this had happened
to an intelligence service.
They may have wondered at
how these three Cambridge
University contemporaries
had bheen so successful in
reaching such positions of
neight in the British Govern-
ment—from which they could
report information of con-
siderable value to their Mos-
cow masters. What made
their accomplishments even
more remarkable is that they
cach had openly espoused
comnmunism in their universi-
ty days.

Changed Philosophy

Philby, to build his cover,
completely changed his public
political pmlosophy and be-
came a fascist sympathizer.
His dissemblance was good
enough to restrain any careful
check on  his background
when he was hired by the
British . Secret Intelligence
Service, cleared of connec-tion
with the Burgess-MacLean de-
fection, defended in the House
of Commons by ‘“super-Mac”
Harold Macmillan, and re-
hired by the S.I.S. and al-
lowed to operate with com-
p!cte impunity out of Beirut
from whence he delected in
1683, with an implied prod. He
now resides in Moscow wiih
the wife (his fourth) whom he
took from his co-traitor Mac-
Lean, granted Soviet citizon~
ship by the unanimous vote of
the Presidium.

Donald MacLean and Guy
Burgess made their way inio
the British foreign service.
The former showed such
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promise that he was consid-
cered sure of reachis Y
sadorial rark, just as I’m.')v
was viewed by his MI-6 col-
leagues as a pofeniial head of
that organization.

As Dhilby revealed opera-
tions of the British and Amer-
ican intelligence scrvice 1o
the Russians,

MacLean re- |

ported on diplomatic maiters

such as American intentions
in the Korean War, and nu-
clear secrets during the peri-
od in Washinglon when hie had
frce access to the building of

the Atomic Energy Commis- .

sion.
A Tragic End

Guy Burgess was diffucnt
He never advanced as far 2

his colleagues although con-'

-sidered by some as
some, charming and brilliant,

hand- -

despite his open and aggres-:

sive homosexuality, noisy es-

capades and heavy drinking.

The authors hint that he may

have been of greafer value to -

the Russians than had heen
suspected.

These are the three whose
careers end in Aoscow:

‘o

Bur-’

gess, already dead as a result

of his heavy drinking; Mac- !
a lonely and disturbed
to the Soviet Foreian i

Lean,
adviser

O* ice: and Philby, circulating !
among the parly elites buf |

still  following the cricket

scores in the airmail edition -

of the Times.

While their case is primari-

ly British in nature, it has
imporiant evidence for Ameri-
cans {00 if we ever aspire to
understand the omniscience of
the Soviet intelligence service.
Ratrer than taking any satis-
faction in the problems of the
British, we should say:
“There but for the grace of
God, go we.” Or maybe there
we go, anyway.
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